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December 16, 2007 


Thanks to everyone who helped with the Soup’s On last Sunday – MYF families and sponsors, those who donated desserts and other food items, and everyone that stayed and ate lunch with us.  Your generosity is very much appreciated.

DIRECTORY CHANGE
Please make the following change:

Brian & Stacie Zuercher

Telephone:  330-763-1532

OFFERING ENVELOPES
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If you currently do not use offering envelopes and would like to have them in 2008 – please contact Peggy Miller at 330-893-2282.  Also, if you currently are using offering envelopes and would like to discontinue them, please let her know.
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December 16 
Jackie Oswald

December 23
Kathy Shoup

December 30
Vanessa Hershberger
REMINDER

The Primary Department will be collecting mission banks for Heifer International on Sunday, December 23rd. 

Just a reminder that:

· Dec. 23 is our final Mission Fund offering,
· and Dec. 30 is our final Building Fund offering 
of 2007.
          Christmas Eve
          Candle Lighting Service

            Monday, December 24th
            ~ 10:00 P.M. ~
CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION NETWORK (CCN) SCHEDULE:
· Monday, Dec. 17 – Solutions: Freedom of Religion

· Tuesday, Dec. 18 – Leaders Create Alliances that Work
“ROAD TO BETHLEHEM”...
a journey on the streets of Bethlehem will be presented by the Millersburg Mennonite Church TONIGHT from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  There is no admission fee, but canned food items will be collected for the local food pantry.  
Want to go to Mongolia?  Pack your bags, update your passport and plan for travel between June 28 and July 13, 2008.  Contact Char Kellogg or Carl Wiebe to express interest in this mission endeavor through the Mongolia Mission Partnership.

Do you have interest in being a part of the audio or video team.  If so, please contact the church office for more information.

2008 SWAP WEEK PLANNED

The Martins Creek service week at Sharing With Appalachian People (SWAP) in Harlan, Kentucky is scheduled for July 27-August 2.  Check your calendars and make your plans to be a part of this special ministry.  If you have questions you can ask Michael Mast.  Further details will be available in the coming weeks.
MCC MEAT CANNING

In preparation for the 2008 meat canning season donations are being accepted.  If you would like to contribute you may send your donation to Holmes-Tuscarawas Relief, Box 66, Berlin, OH 44610.  Meat canning in Berlin will take place Jan.31-Feb. 2.   


Ruth Detweiler is announcing a trip to Mexico’s Copper Canyon on April 6-15, 2008.  If interested in seeing a brochure, call Ruth at 330-857-3151 or 330-682-7951.
CENTRAL MUSIC FESTIVAL                         A musical festival will be held at Central Christian School on December 27th at 7:00 p.m.  Alumni musicians and vocalists will be sharing their talents in the Performing Arts Center.  Admission is free and everyone is welcome!

Giving Missions Our Two Cents
For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities.  Philippians 4:16

The apostle Paul praised God for the church in Philippi, which supported his missionary account and contributed their funds to his efforts of reaching the world                                             for Christ.

How would he feel about today’s standard of living and giving?  According to recent statistics, in 2005 the average American family enjoyed an annual income of more than $43,000.  The U.S. has more radios, televisions, and personal computers per capita than any other large nation.

Yet Americans donate only 1.12 percent of their income to charity.  Giving to churches, overseas missions, seminaries, and local outreach ministries has dropped to a 36-year low.  Approximately half of all churchgoers give nothing to the church.

And only two cents of every church dollar is spent on international missions (down from seven cents in the 1920s).

As our standard of living grows, our standard of giving should grow!  It takes more than two cents to reach the world.

Turning Point

If church members were to tithe 10% of their income, churches would reap an additional $156 billion...If 60% of that extra income were designated for overseas missions, that would come to $94 billion - enough to feed, medicate, and evangelize the underdeveloped world.


Gene Edward Veith in World Magazine

The manner in which it is given is worth more than the gift.  

                        – Pierre Corneille
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            















              “For no other foundation can anyone lay than                                                                                                


                                  that is laid, which is Christ Jesus.”       


                                                    I Corinthians 3:11
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RECOMMENDED READING


Philippians 4:10-20








